6 December 2020 / Advent II

Welcome to St. Edward’s!
We hope you are blessed by your time with us and we look forward to seeing you
again.
‘Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.’
Isaiah 7.14

Hymn 26 — O Come, O Come Emmanuel v. 1, 3
Welcome & Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. And also with you.
The light shines in the darkness. And the darkness has never put it
out.
A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord.’ So let us listen and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.

Confession (Please sit or kneel)
Turn to us again, O God our Saviour, and let your anger cease from
us: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Show us your compassion, O Lord, and grant us your salvation:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Your salvation is near for those that fear you, that glory may dwell
in our land: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and
with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and
wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that

is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to
whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now
and for ever.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Hymn 484 v. 2 - Long Ago Prophets Knew

Old Testament Lesson (Isaiah 40: 1-11)
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double
for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain. 5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 9 Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’10 See, the
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

From Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 (Please remain seated as the psalm is sung)
1 Lord, you were gracious to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2 You forgave the offence of your people
and covered all their sins.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God will say,
for he shall speak peace to his people and to the faithful,
that they turn not again to folly.
9 Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other;
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth
and righteousness look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed give all that is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him
and direct his steps in the way.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was
in the beginning is now and shall be forever. Amen.

Gospel
At the beginning of the reading, we stand and respond:
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 1: 1-8). Glory to
you, O Lord.
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3 the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight” ’, 4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie
the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ‘Waiting For The One Who is Already Here’ — Mark Scarlata
Affirmation of Faith (We stand to declare our faith together)

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to
come.
We believe in God the Father, Who created all things: For by his will
they were created And have their being.
We believe in God the Son who was slain: For with his blood he
purchase us for God, From every tribe and language From every
people and nation.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: The Spirit and the Bride say,
‘Come!’ Even so come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

Prayers of Intercession (Please sit or kneel for our intercessions)
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace (We stand to share the peace)
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall
break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in
the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn 30 — Hark The Glad Sound

(During the hymn the collection will be taken)

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all
places to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly king,
almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
And now we give you thanks because when he humbled himself to
come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed
long ago and opened for us the way of salvation. So now we watch
for the day, knowing that the salvation promised us will be ours
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he
took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As
we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting
us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy
Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of
St. Edward and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Please sit or kneel)
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom
come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are
many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on

us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us
peace.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat
and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls
washed through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
(All who regularly receive communion in their church are welcome to receive here.
Those who do not receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing,
with their hands downwards on the altar rail. If you require a gluten-free wafer,
please raise one finger at the altar rail.)

Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the
gate of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit
lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have
set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the
whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn 178 — Thy Kingdom Come! (We stand to sing)
Notices
Blessing
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the
darkness from before your path, and make you ready to meet him
when he comes in glory; and the blessing; and the blessing of
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always. Amen.
Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.
Amen.
(Please stay for coffee & refreshments just after the service,
in the left hand chapel at the front of the church)

Notices
Carol Service - The annual church Carol Service will take place
Sunday 13 December at 4:30pm. Service will take place in person
and via live stream.
Parish Giving Update — We are grateful for all of your gifts! Offerings
may be given during this time by Standing Orders or via BACS
[SORT: 20-17-19 / ACCT #: 30851477 - “St Edwards Church Vestry
Fund”]
Services Next Week: Friday BCP Holy Communion at 10:30 am;
Sunday 11am BCP Holy Communion; 4:30pm Carol Service
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