25 December 2020 / Christmas Day 10am

Welcome to St. Edward’s!
We hope you are blessed by your time with us and we look forward to
seeing you again. There is an Induction Loop in the Nave for those
using a hearing aid and wheelchair access available at the West door.
The toilet is available in the vestry, with an additional parent and
child area for those with infants and toddlers if needed. Children are
always welcome in service and will find books and activities in the
back of the church.

Welcome and Greeting
Hymn 34 - O Come All Ye Faithful (We stand to sing)
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. And also with you.
The light shines in the darkness.
And the darkness has never put it out.
The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. Let
us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and
faith.

Confession (Please sit or kneel)
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: forgive
our failure to receive him. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.

Absolution
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory
of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God, you have given us your only–begotten Son to take
our nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again and made your children
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Gloria
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards
men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify
thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God,
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the onlybegotten Son, Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy
upon us.For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only,
O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God
the Father. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson (Isaiah 9: 2-7)
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian. 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 (Please remain seated as the psalm is sung)
1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name;
tell out his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.
5 For all the gods of the nations are but idols;
it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Honour and majesty are before him;
power and splendour are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the Lord honour and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.
11 Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
12 Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them;
let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord.
13 For he comes, he comes to judge the earth;
with righteousness he will judge the world
and the peoples with his truth.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it
was in the beginning is now and shall be forever. Amen.

Gospel
At the beginning of the reading, we stand and respond:
Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 2: 1-14). Glory to
you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In that region
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ‘The Joy of Christmas'— Mark Scarlata
Affirmation of Faith (We stand to declare our faith together)
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is
to come.
We believe in God the Father, Who created all things:
For by his will they were created and have their being.
We believe in God the Son who was slain:

For with his blood he purchased us for God, from every tribe and
language, from every people and nation.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit:
The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ Even so come, Lord Jesus
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession (Please sit or kneel for our intercessions)
(Intercessor says) Lord, in your mercy
(We respond) Hear our prayer.
(at the end we pray together) Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace (We stand to share the peace)
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall
be called the Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn 37 - While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
(During the hymn the collection will be taken)

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all
places to give you thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly king,
almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
And now we give you thanks because in coming to dwell among
us as man, he revealed the radiance of your glory and brought us
out of darkness into your own marvellous light. Therefore with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and
saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me. In the same way, after supper he
took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect
sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As
we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring

before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting
us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy
Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of
St. Edward and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in
whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Please sit or kneel)
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom
come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are
many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us
peace.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat
and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs

under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls
washed through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
(All who regularly receive communion in their church are welcome to receive here.
Those who do not receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing,
with their hands downwards on the altar rail. If you require a gluten-free wafer,
please raise one finger at the altar rail.)

Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the
gate of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit
lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have
set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the
whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn 35 - Hark The Herald Angels Sing (We stand to sing)
Notices
Blessing
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the
perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ,
Amen.
(Please stay for coffee & refreshments just after the service,
in the left hand chapel at the front of the church)

Notices
Upcoming Services:
Sunday 27 December - 11am Holy Communion
Sunday 3 January - 8am BCP Holy Communion & 11am Holy
Communion
Please note there will not be a 10:30am BCP Eucharist on Friday 1
January. This service will resume the following week on January 8th.
Parish Giving Update — We are grateful for all of your gifts!
Offerings may be given during the services or for Standing Orders,
via BACS [SORT: 20-17-19 / ACCT #: 30851477 - “St Edwards
Vestry Account”]
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