15 November 2020 /Second Sunday Before Advent

Welcome to St. Edward’s!
We hope you are blessed by your time with us and we look forward to seeing you
again.

Hymn 331—The God of Abraham Praise
Welcome & Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Preparation (Please sit or kneel)
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to
save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring
us to eternal life. Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love
and peace with all.

Prayer of Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater
than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

Confession
Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, looking to
Jesus in penitence and faith.
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We have not
loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our
neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have
been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our
God. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the Highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father.

The Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the
works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of
eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves
even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great
glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

New Testament Lesson (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11)
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 3When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you,
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. 6So then, let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore

encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

From Psalm 90:1-8 (Please remain seated as the psalm is sung)
1 Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the earth and the world were formed,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3 You turn us back to dust and say:
‘Turn back, O children of earth.’
4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday,
which passes like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep them away like a dream;
they fade away suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7 For we consume away in your displeasure;
we are afraid at your wrathful indignation.
8 You have set our misdeeds before you
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was
in the beginning is now and shall be forever. Amen.

Gospel (We stand as we welcome the Gospel)
Alleluia, alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s own people, called out of darkness into his marvellous
light.
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Hear the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:14-30) Glory to you, O
Lord.
14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21His
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22And the one with

the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23His master
said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one who had received
the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26But his
master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own
with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one
with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given,
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon ‘Settling Accounts With God’ — Steven McGregor
Affirmation of Faith (We stand to declare our faith together)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin

Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession (Please sit or kneel for our intercessions)
(Intercessor says) Lord, in your mercy
(We respond) Hear our prayer.
(at the end we pray together) Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace (We stand to share the peace)
We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God,
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those
who were far off and those who were near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. Let
us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn 16—The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended
(During the hymn the collection will be taken)

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation. You gave your
Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. His dying and rising have set us
free from sin and death. And so we gladly thank you, with saints
and angels praising you, and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that
broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and
blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and,
taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them
and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he
praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me. So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in
him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon
the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in

glory.
Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your
death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with St. Edward all the saints to feast at your table in
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Please sit or kneel)
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom
come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are
many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us
peace.
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat

and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls
washed through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
(All who regularly receive communion in their church are welcome to receive here.
Those who do not receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing,
with their hands downwards on the altar rail. If you require a gluten-free wafer,
please raise one finger at the altar rail.)

Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were
still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying
and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the
gate of glory. May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit
lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have
set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the
whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn 205 — Now Thank We All Our God
Notices
Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Notices
King Ed & Friends: A small group for younger adults is now
meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7pm. It is a time of discussion,
prayer, and personal sharing. If you are interested in joining then
please email Dorota at dorka.molin@gmail.com.
Regular Parish Giving: We are grateful for all of your gifts!
Offerings may be given during the services or for Standing Orders,
via BACS [SORT: 20-17-19 / ACCT #: 30851477 - “St Edwards
Church Vestry Fund”]
Services Next Week: Friday 10:30am BCP Service (Live-streamed
and Recorded; Sunday 11am Holy Communion (Live-streamed, and
Recorded).
(Material from Common Worship is copyright, The Archbishops' Council 2000.
Used by permission. For further enquiries please contact stedwardsassistant@gmail.com)

